Las Vegas
Valley Breeze

Best in the Southwest !

Calling All Members!

Next 99s Meeting Tues 20th July ....be there!

We had a very successful meeting on the 15th June. We're always looking for
new ideas for the Las Vegas Centennial in 2005. Do you have an idea how the
Las Vegas 99s can contribute in some way?

The Committee has come up with some brilliant ideas so far and we're always
on the lookout for more. Everyone can contribute and all ideas are welcome.
You can propose something small or large. This is Vegas.. we can do anything
here, so let us know!

Plus.. don't forget the FAA Safety Seminars at VGT which are held in an adja-
cent room, immediately after the 99s meeting.

See page 6 for a full list of upcoming seminar topics at VGT.
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Have you checked the 99s
bulletin board at North Las
Vegas airport lately? It's
finally been updated. It's in
a difficult location, right be-
tween two over-active elec-
tric doors, which tend to
make the visitor rush
through quickly.

| need to catch the pass-
ing travelers eye immedi-
ately, so | thought a large
splash of color was in or-
der. Mardell has also
given me some groovy
flying goggles to put in the
display !

Quick Quiz!
A) What pil ots routinely
take off with their
hands OFF the con-
trols?

B) What animal is most
commonly struck by
aircraft on takeoff or
landing? (Hint: It's not
a bird!)

C) Which TV character
is famous for saying
“Da Plane Boss! Da
Plane!

Answers on Page 6




From th e Websit @ check it out Online at http:/ lasvegas.sws99s.or g

First Class Flying, Right at Home 9

We finally picked up our First Class DC 10 seats from aircraft
N1855U. They will make an interesting addition to our lounge
room and will be quite a talking point! The footrest fabric will
need recovering or replacement but otherwise it's in really
good condition. The seats go back, the footrests go up and
the tray tables are in working condition, stowed away in the
armrests. I've been told that no more planes are to be
scrapped in Las Vegas, so it looks like this is the last pair
from the last plane to be scrapped here. How sad. | shall
make a scrapbook of all the available photos | have of
N1855U whilst in service. I'm now in the market for a DC10
safety card too !

These seats are actually perfect to sit in whilst watching TV, as the tray tables come out to hold the dinner
plate and drink! I am very, very tempted to rewire the call buttons and headset sockets to complete the pic-
ture. There are even three oxygen masks in the "seat-back" tray table position. Paula Helgrud

Fly the Airplane!

Flight instructors love oral quizzes. They especially enjoy ask-
ing questions that make their students sift through what they
have learned to find a solution to a hypothetical in-flight prob-
lem. Questions like, "What's the first thing you would do if the
engine quit just after liftoff?" Or, "What would you do if you
looked at the gauges right now and noticed that you had no oil
pressure?" Or, "What's the first thing you would do if the pas-
senger-side door popped open on takeoff?"

Yes, there are checklists to follow in such cases and emergency procedures to memorize. But that's
not the response the instructor is looking for. The answer to the above questions - and many more like
them - is the same: "The first thing | would do is fly the airplane.” With that task (and your aircraft) un-
der control, go about solving the problem posed in the instructor's question.

The purpose of this particular oral quiz is to provide a "memory cue" so as not to let any kind of prob-

lem or emergency distract you from basic aircraft control. Distractions can make bad situations worse
or prevent a pilot from seeing the real problem.
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99s Around Town

Melissa McKinley will be
traveling for two weeks and is
visiting friends and relatives
all over the country. And
she's learning to fly a sea-
plane!

Marie McMillan has just
returned from the wilds of
Alaska and by the time you
read this, will have headed off
yet again for an eagerly
awaited trip to Thailand !

Julie-Ann Peeples has
recently relocated and is go-
ing to devote herself full time
to flying and obtaining her
ATP! Way to go Julie!

Joining the Ninety-Nines

By joining the international organization, you automatically join your local
section and the chapter of your choice.

Are you a Student Pilot? Women student pilots can join The Ninety-Nines as
Future Women Pilots. To join as a student, you must have a current medical
certificate or equivalent document for non-U.S. applicants. You can remain
as a Future Woman Pilot in The Ninety-Nines for two years.

More good news is that by joining as a student, you start accumulating the
time required to apply for an Amelia Earhart Memorial and many other schol-
arships!

With The Ninety-Nines, you are in the company of friends. You receive un-
derstanding, encouragement and strength. You can participate in 99s spon-
sored flying activities, aviation education, and community service.

When you receive your license, you are eligible to join as a full member,
ready to help others coming in as students.

For complete information and an application to join The Ninety-Nines, please
visit our main web site at http://sws99s.org.

Our Fearless Commi tt ee Members

Chairman, Treasurer
Mardell Haskins Betty Walters
702 394-4130 702398-3639

702 394-4197 Fax
702 300 4922 Cell

Melissa McKinley
702 456 5234
702 232-1133 cell

Secretary
Julie-Ann Peeples
349-6059-Cell

Las Vegas Valley Breeze

Newsletter Editor

. ) Paula Helgrud
Vice Chairman 7026447888
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Minutes of the June meeting

LAS VEGAS VALLEY NINETY-NINES
MONTHLY MEETING
NORTH LAS VEGAS AIRPORT
JUNE 15, 2004

Chairman Mardell Haskins called the meeting to order at 5:30pm.

Introductions - were made. Members present were Evelyn Craik, Vicky Paluzzi, Marie McMillian, Marcia Zink, Melissa
McKinley, Kathleen Snaper, Katharine Jefferts, Julie Ann Peeples, and Mardell Haskins, Guests were former member Liz
Heller Steffen, Melissa's Niece Mandy Angsten, FWP Genevieve Prukop, and Julie-Ann ‘s daughter.

Guest speaker was Mark Hall-Patton, who spoke on Las Vegas's 100 year Centennial events. He is working primarily on
a fly-by of pre-1945 airplanes which will take place down the strip on May 7, 2005, the 85th anniversary of flight in Nevada.
Mark is also looking at the feasibility of the 99s and the Museum making a joint video.

Announcements -Discover Aviation will be October 30-31 at Jean Airport.
Centennial Chairman Marie McMillian and Victoria Paluzzi reported that they submitted our Grant applications

Minutes-Melissa McKinley read the minutes as Secretary Julia Ann had to leave early. Vicky Paluzzi moved that the min-
utes be approved as read. Motion seconded by Marie McMillan. Motion approved.

Treasurer Report - There was no treasurer report as the Treasurer Betty Walters was on vacation.

Old Business. Mardell had contacted the Texas Station She reported that Texas said that there would be a $7000.00 food
minimum. Melissa had also contacted the Texas as well as checking on other hotels and the Texas is still offering the best
deal. After discussion......

Motion -Marie McMillan made a motion, seconded by Kathleen Snaper that we proceed with a contract with the Texas Sta-
tion for our Section meeting the second week in October. Motion passed.

The committee will be Evelyn Craik, Melissa McKinley, Mardell Haskins, and Kathleen Snaper.

Mardell showed an ID from the New Zealand Air
race that we might use at the section Meeting.

Mardell also requested that Katharine Jefferts write
up a history of Aviation and the Las Vegas 99s role
in aviation in the Valley for the Centennial.

Mardell reported that she had asked Liana Hart to
check with her company, to see if they could supply
us with 200 lanyards. Liana reported that she can
get them when ever we need them.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:40pm for the FAA
Safety Meeting.

Respectfully submitted,;
Secretary Pro Tem
Melissa McKinley

Attendees at the June 15th Meeting Guest Speaker Mark Hall Patton
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Commi tt ee News
Forest of Friendship - (This is used only if we nomi-
nate someone for the Forest- which cost $300+ The

(I'm a little late with this news, but | attach it for chapter is willing to nominate anyone who wanted

your information. | received it in early June. | be- have their name in the forest if their family would pay
lieve one or two of the available positions have the fee. The fee is for the marble plaque that has
now been filled. their name engraved on it.) This job requires old

sending in applications to the Forest.
Submitted by Mardell Haskins

) ) ) Future Women Pilot (We need someone who is will
Our officers will continue for another year, to coordinate members to be mentors for our new pi-
However a humber of available positions lots)

were not filled and we're hoping some of our

new members can fill some of these posi- Videos (There is a possibility that we will put to-

tions. gether a video this year.)

Maybe there is a job here that some of you Women Pilot of the Year: (With so many of our

who are unable to attend the meetings, can members active this year, we could give a chapter

do from home or work ! award this year. This would probably entail going
over applications and selecting a candidate and

These positions are now filled : could be done at home or work)

Aerospace Education - Julie Anne Peeples
Air Marking - Marcia Zink & Mardell Haskins
A.E. scholarship - Helen Keidel

Legislative - Betty Walters

Membership - Melissa McKinley

Public Relations - Mardell Haskins

Tax - Betty Walters

Cookies - Julie Ann Peeples

Safety Education - Ginette-Bouldrault-
Carrera

99 News Reporter - Paula Helgrud
Newsletter Editor - Paula Helgrud

Web Site - Paula Helgrud

Treasurers Report

Our Treasurer Betty Walters has just returned
from a well earned vacation and will present
the latest financial report at our next meeting.

Corny Joke of the Month

Two vultures board an airplane; each is carrying two dead raccoons ...
The flight attendant looks at them and says “I'm sorry gentlemen, only one carrion allowed per passenger."
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Upcoming Safety
Seminars

All times are 7:00pm

July 20 at VGT (North LV)
Hazards of Flying in the De-
sert & Density Altitude &
Dehydration

Aug 12 Henderson (HND)
Things you forgot since your
Private License.

Aug 17 at VGT (North LV)
Restricted and Special Use
Airspace

Sept 21 at VGT (North LV)
Practical Risk Management
for Pilots-Protecting you,
your passengers, and your
pocketbook

From Sheila Drayster

"l went to Michigan last month to visit my daughter and her
family who live in Gwinn, on the former Sawyer AFB. |
toured the local area that includes Marquette which is lo-
cated on Lake Superior. The people there are known as
"Yuppers" because it©s the upper peninsula of Michigan.
While there | met several 99s from the Michigan chapter.
They had just painted a compass rose at the Sawyer Inter-
national Airport. | spoke to Lynn Sykes who is the current
chapter chairman and she invited me to their aviation expo,
but | was leaving the week before."

"Coming home on American Airlines | happened to be on an
all woman flight crew and coming into McCarran, the landing
gear light was showing red. The tower couldn®it tell if the gear
was down or up, so we made a go-around. The co-pilot and
flight attendant came down the aisle and pulled up the car-
pet and unscrewed a plate in the floor to see if the gear was
down. We landed to much applause and a lot of emergency
vehicles. This was a first for me."

A Borderline Decision

Answersto

The U.S. Customs Border Patrol and the Drug Enforcement Administration
keep a close eye on unauthorized border crossings. If these pilots had
heeded a warning from "la pequefia voz," they might have avoided an un-
planned encounter with the authorities.

“We decided to fly to a small uncontrolled airport at the Mexican border. We
had lunch and then we were a bit rushed to get back to ZZZ in Texas.... The
geography is such that a straight line back...would cross through Mexican air-
space.... We did in fact have current sectionals, an Airport Facility Directory,
and IFR charts, but elected to keep the Rio Grande off to our right because it
is the border with Mexico. This haphazard method might have worked except
that when we came over the Rio Grande we did not recognize it for what is
was. We discussed the almost dry "creek bed" below us and felt that the Rio
Grande couldn©t be that small. We crossed the border.... Knowing that we had
entered the [Mexican] airspace, we contacted Del Rio approach control. They
didn©t seem to care when we gave them a position report. | discussed with the
other pilot the possibility that we could be intercepted.... We flew uneventfully
on to ZZZ and landed. As we taxied up, several custom agents and police met
us. They were friendly and courteous, but also armed. We were informed of
the penalties and, after questioning and search, released us, along with the
plane.

Several lessons: Know where you are going. Have visual landmarks and use
all available equipment. We had a GPS and charts. Second, we could have
helped the authorities by more clearly articulating to Del Rio approach that we
knew were in violation of the airspace and to have them contact other authori-
ties. Finally, when you hear that little voice tell you, "This doesn©t seem right,"
follow it.

Quiz onPage 1:
A) Pilotsof F/A 18
Hornets during carrier
take-offs

B) Dee'!

C) Tattoo,fromthe TV
show “Fantasy Island’
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